
SJFC Study Abroad 
Application Personal Essay 

Prompts  
Why do you want to spend a term abroad in the particular city or region you selected? What do you 
hope to get out of your time abroad personally, academically, and professionally? What will you do to 
ensure that happens?  Each of the prompts below asks you to focus on one of those areas.   

In 200-400 words, per question, you will compose thoughtful and well-organized answers for each of 
the prompts below. Be sure to include specific details that apply to you personally, for example, traits 
and life events that your family and friends would readily associate with you. 

You can create a Word document or a Google document.  You do not need to retype the questions, 
simply number them. When you are finished, you will put a copy in your Google Drive Study Abroad 
folder.   

**Setting goals for your time abroad will help you approach your terms(s) abroad with purpose. 
Additionally, you will be asked to look back at your responses to help you complete the Self-
Evaluation at the end of your time abroad. 

 
1) Who or what prompted you to spend an academic term abroad? If you would like to study abroad in 

a particular region, country, or city, explain your attraction to it. 
 
 
2) Describe how you see yourself now, and how you think your study abroad experience will impact you 

personally, as a human being. Consider how you interact with others, your personality, interests and 
hobbies. What are your stronger qualities and how will you use these to your advantage when living 
abroad? What qualities do you hope to develop by spending a term abroad? What might you do to 
make this happen? 

 
 
3) How would you like for this experience to enrich your academic performance and your college career 

in general? What might you do to make this happen? 
 
 
4) What are your professional goals, and how could studying abroad help you reach them? If you are 

uncertain as to what your professional goals may be, speak to this topic in more general terms. What 
skills, qualities, and insights do you hope to develop while abroad, and how might these be of value 
to you as a professional? What might you do to reach these goals? 

If you plan to participate in an experiential learning program (internship, service learning, directed 
research- driven fieldwork), consider also how this could enable you to reach your professional goals. 
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